352	ALL ABOUT THE BABY
chapter 40
How have you broken your baby of sucking his thumb? How \voulc
you break him of it? or does he still suck it? Can you see how thuml
sucking might interfere with mental development ?
Have you .any way of knowing whether or not your child will be n
difficult case? Is not prevention better than cure?
SECTION XI
chapter 41
Can you name three parts of the working nervous system? How may
proper development of baby's nervous system be encouraged? Baby
is born with positive impulses; how can we help him to develop proper
negative ones? (The negative ones he so often seems to develop arc
usually not just the right kind!)
Can you see that it is important that baby early learns to use the
"brakes" as regards his impulses?
chapter 42
Why do you think that the ordinary child pays so little attention when
mother says, "Don't"? Is your child an exception?
Discuss the importance of training a child to use his inhibitory powers.
What relation do you think this has to self-control?
What common mistakes do mothers make in this regard? Do you
think that books and papers should always be put where baby cannot
reach them? Can you see any special reason why the naturally nervous
child should early learn lessons of self-control? Will conscious self-
control influence his subconscious mind and reflex nerve centers? Which
do you think is easier—to enforce obedience to a negative or to a posi-
tive command? Why? Illustrate these by actual examples.
What do you think is meant by breaking a child's will? Do you think
that there is an advantage in doing this? When you have told your child
to do something, what do you think your attitude should be during the
interim between the time of your giving the command and his obedi-
ence to it?
Do you think there is a place for corporal punishment? When, if ever,
should it be given?
Discuss the habit of obedience. Can you see why the don'ts in baby's
training need to come earlier than the do's?
Discuss the positive element in baby's training,

